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The Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo (JMZ) continues to amaze and excite  
visitors with all that it has to offer our community. By the time you read 
this, the California Dinosaur Garden will be open to the public, inviting young  
visitors and their families to experience the wonder of prehistoric California, 
amid life-size replicas of dinosaurs, from our towering state dinosaur to  
foot-tall birds. Dinosaurs capture the imagination of many young children, 
making the garden the perfect introduction to exciting scientific topics 
such as fossils, extinction, and evolution. This incredible exhibit was made  
possible by a grant from the Institute of Museum & Library Services and the 
generous contributions of our donors.

One of the core goals of our fundraising efforts is to make science education  
more accessible in our community. The Friends continues to ignite a  
passion for STEM in students by funding the JMZ’s Science Outreach Program 
in the Ravenswood City School District and East Palo Alto Charter School, 
as well as the Science with a Twist after-school program at the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of the Peninsula’s East Palo Alto Clubhouse. We are excited to share 
that both of these programs are expanding into Redwood City soon. You 
can learn more about the Friends’ community outreach and how to support 
these wonderful initiatives on page five. 

The Friends also continues to support programs and host events that expand  
access and promote inclusion. In addition to Super Family Sundays, we  
hosted events for nonprofits such as Friendship Circle and CoolineKids.  
Tailored to the needs of each organization, these events created special  
experiences for visitors, and introduced the magic of the JMZ to many new 
families. To learn more about these events and our partners, turn to page 
five.

In line with our mission to support and enhance the JMZ, the Friends 
hosts free monthly events for JMZ visitors, including educational activities,  
animal interactions, storytimes, and crafts. This year also marked the return 
of the Friends’ annual Halloween event in which attendees explored the JMZ 
after dark amongst cobwebs and critters. We hope you will join us at an  
upcoming event! 

Thank you for being an important part of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo 
community.

With gratitude, 

Lauren Angelo, President
Friends of the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo

TO OUR SUPPORTERS,
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FUNDRAISING 
REVENUE

General Operating Support 	 $378,793 
Other Restricted Contributions 	 $40,026

Total Revenue 			   $418,819

EXPENSES

Programs:
            JMZ Support Expenses	 $71,557     
            Science Programs 	 $102,509
General Operating 	 $238,390

Total Expenses 	 $412,456

JMZ Support 
Expenses

Other Restricted 
Contributions

General 
Operating 

Support

General 
Operating
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FRIENDS’ EVENTS
This year, the Friends hosted free monthly events for visitors to 
the JMZ. From storytimes to animal interactions, these events offer 
something fun and educational for everyone. During World Turtle  
Day, for example, visitors got the chance to meet a variety of  
turtles and take a stroll with Edward the Tortoise in the zoo. We 
also hosted Halloween at the JMZ! for the first time at the new 
JMZ in October 2022, reviving a beloved tradition. Sharing treats 
with our community and critters created a memorable experience 
for the whole family to enjoy. Proceeds from the Halloween event 
go to the Friends’ Annual Giving Fund, which includes support  
for programs that expand access to science education in the  
community.

NEW AT THE PALO ALTO 
JUNIOR MUSEUM & ZOO

THE CALIFORNIA DINOSAUR GARDEN
The California Dinosaur Garden opened fall 2023 thanks to the 
generosity of Friends donors and the Institute of Museum &  
Library Services. This living diorama of the Cretaceous period  
in California transports visitors back in time to the age of  
dinosaurs. Under the branches of the Dawn Redwood, children  
and their families can scale the climbable Ankylosaur before  
digging for the fossil of a massive aquatic reptile. The life-size  
sculptures dotting the exhibit are the most accurate on display 
anywhere according to the JMZ’s scientific advisors, making this 
experience truly exceptional.



COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY
The Friends and the City of Palo Alto strive to make the Palo Alto Junior Museum 
& Zoo and its programs inclusive and accessible. By partnering with schools, 
educators, and other nonprofit organizations, we continue to fundraise for  
programs and experiences that address the needs of our community.

COMMUNITY & ACCESS
The JMZ is a valuable community resource. We are dedicated to keeping the JMZ 
accessible to everyone, regardless of physical or cognitive abilities or ability to 
pay admission.

•	 This year, the Friends hosted quarterly events at the JMZ for affinity  
groups. We welcomed CoolineKids, an organization that provides  
free camps to K-5th graders in East Palo Alto; Friendship Circle, an  
organization that connects special needs kids and teens and their  
families with teen volunteers; LightHouse for the Blind and Visually  
Impaired; and the Vista Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

•	 We continue to fund Super Family Sunday events at the JMZ for  
families who have children with disabilities. Since 2010, these free events 
have cultivated a friendly and calm atmosphere for families by creating 
a private experience at the JMZ. We supported 10 Super Family Sunday 
events this year and welcomed nearly 900 visitors.

CLASSROOMS & EDUCATION
Central to our mission is expanding access to science education. We are  
committed to bringing STEM programming to communities impacted by  
inequity through partnering with the JMZ and other nonprofit organizations.

•	 Established in 1999, the JMZ’s Science Outreach Program in the  
Ravenswood City School District and East Palo Alto Charter School brings 
hands-on science lessons to the classroom. This year, in an effort to  
expand our impact, we had the opportunity to fund programs at the 
Primary School in East Palo Alto and two schools in the Redwood City 
Elementary School District. In total, we served over 1,700 students with 
nearly 400 programs during the 2022-2023 school year.

•	 For the second year in a row, we funded Science with a Twist, the JMZ’s 
after-school program, at the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula’s East 
Palo Alto Clubhouse. Each week, from November to May, JMZ educators 
taught 47 free lessons, which included hands-on science experiments 
and introductions to the JMZ’s animal ambassadors, to 50 first and  
second grade students. We plan to bring this program to more BGCP 
locations starting early 2024.

•	 The JMZ’s ever popular summer camps are wonderful experiences for 
children. We provided 18 camp scholarships to students, and funded 
post-camp and transportation for additional support.

CONTINUOUS LEARNING
The Friends recognizes that the needs of our community continuously trans-
form, and we continue to set priorities and goals that best serve families, chil-
dren, and partner organizations.

•	 The Friends funded a supplemental Diversity, Equity and Inclusion  
workshop for JMZ staff, Friends staff, and board members. 
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Thank you so much to our donors who help to support the JMZ Science Outreach Program, 
Annual Giving Fund, Corporate and Halloween Sponsorship Program and other special projects.

Annual Giving Fund

Ability Central
Acton Family Giving
Peter Allen
Almas Ahmadi
Jeanne & Mike Althouse
Carolyn Amster
Wiley & Julia Anderson
Zach & Stephanie Anderson
Lauren Angelo
Anonymous (3)
The Atkinson Foundation
Roy Bannon
Richard C. Barker in honor of

Rebecca Bridges
Clayton & Nancy Bavor 

in honor of Kelly Bavor
Kelly & Clay Bavor
Bern Beecham & Cheryl Lathrop
Annette Bialson & Gary Sharron
Jennifer Bienaime
Rebecca & Iain Bridges
Arthi Britto
Adam & Lori Brody
Brittany Brown Chavez 

& Kristian Chavez
Hunter Brown
Janet Brownstone & 

Andrew W. Verhalen Fund
John & Nancy Cassidy
Vanessa & Casey Clark
Aletha & Denis Coleman
Aletha & Denis Coleman 

in memory of Shirley R. Ely

Christopher Colohan
County of Santa Clara
Ben Davenport & Lucy Zhang
Gordon & Carolyn Davidson in 

honor of Cooper and Mason 
Phillips

The Donahue Family Giving Fund
Margot & Brian Dudley in honor 

of the Dudley Family
Adam Edgmond
Susan Elgee
Steve & Patricia Emslie
Ensemble Capital Management
Lisa Eriksen & John Davey
Kirk & Kirsten Essenmacher
Alex J. Ettl Foundation
Ryan Evans
Luke Farley
Annette & Gary Fazzino Fund
Stephen & Janelle Fodor 

in memory of Alexander 
Fodor

Shai Friedland & Andrea Cervenka
David M. Gaba & Deanna L. Mann 

in honor of Annette Bialson
Melanie Gabriel Curtiss & 

Michael Curtiss
Karin & Daniel Garblik
Theresa Garcia
John & Marcia Goldman 

Foundation
Jeff Greenfield & Marilyn Keller
Greig Family Foundation
Daniel & Lindsey M. Haddock
John Haddock & Julia Chandler

Christoffer Hansen
Jill & Eric Hartnett
Gabriela & Peter Hebert
David & Barbara Hirsch
Paul & Melissa Hopkins
The Huret Dulski Charitable Fund
Marc Itzkowitz & Julia Kossack
Marie & Larry Ivich
Pitch & Cathie Johnson
Harshad & Gunjan Junnarkar
Miya Kang & Justin Ko
Deva & Andrew Karam
Bev & Nick Kerry
Wendy & Howard Kleckner
Marshall & Heather Koch
Shana Larson
Peter Levin & Lisa Voge-Levin
Bjorn & Michele Liencres
Sally & Tom Loverro
The Ludwick Family
Sabah Mansoor & Asim Husain
Ross Metzger & Maya Kumar
Brian Miller & Bev Morse
Wendy Mines & Eleanor Sue
Sherilyn Moody
Erin Moore in honor of Sam Baei
Olander Family Foundation
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund
Melina Patterson
Penner Family Foundation
Stephen & Nancy Player
Allen & Janet Podell
LeRoy & Vonda Porter
Pamala Pritchard
Allison Pruitt

Brian & Lisa Rakowski
Roxy & Michelle Rapp
Inger Rarick
Stephen & Missy Reller
William Reller
Jake & Robin Reynolds
Donald & Michelle Richmond 

in honor of Giselle Richmond
Leah Russin and Chris Nebel
Jane Rytina & Jonathan Chadwick
Safeway Foundation
Evelyn & David Semenza
Diane Sheardown
Skyline Foundation
Christine Smith
Dylan Smith & Yael Goshen
Jeff & Jeanese Snyder
Kendra & Remi Sobomehin
Dr. Edith Sullivan
Chelsea Sun & Mike Pao
Caryl H. & Bernard M. Susman 
Family Foundation
Ann Swinehart
Meredith & Nicholas Tan
Scott & Shelly Taylor
Jonny Thaw & Rachel Owen
Susan & Carl Thomsen
Eric Tilenius
Don & Anne Vermeil
Nansi Xu Marsh & Ashkan Marsh
Jenine Young & Fritz Morris
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Corporate and Halloween 
Event Sponsors

AppLovin
CAW Architects
Fergus Garber Architects
Christian Lee, DDS, MS
Kathleen Wilson Realtor
Law Office of Eric T. Hartnett
Little Bytes Pediatric Dentistry - Dr. Michelle 

 Haghpanah and Dr. Reena Grover
Palo Alto Cafe
Peninsula Pediatric Dentistry
Piazza’s Fine Foods
Sabah Mansoor Design
Safeway
Vance Brown, Inc.
The Village Doctor Concierge Medicine
Vesta Restaurant Redwood City
Wilson Roberts Real Estate
Tim Yee, RE/MAX Gold Bay Area
Young Builders Workshop

Donor-Advised & 
Employee Fund Donors
     
Apple Employee Matching Fund
Benevity
Charles Schwab
Fidelity Charitable
Goldman Sachs
Google Employee Matching Program
Intel Employee Matching Program
LinkedIn Employee Matching Program
Jewish Community Federation
Marin Community Foundation
Microsoft Employee Matching Program
Morgan Stanley Gift Fund
National Philanthropic Trust
Roblox Employee Matching Program
Schwab Charitable
Silicon Valley Community Fund

In-Kind       

Boxes with Wings
Coupa Cafe
Pizza My Heart
Scott Buschman Photography
Stanford Park Nannies
Sunrise Pediatric Dentistry - Dr. Sheila Nguyen
Trader Joe’s
Winter Lodge        
        
Loyalty Programs        

AmazonSmile
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